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HIGHER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Mantralaya, Madam Cama Marg, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mumbai 400 032, dated the 8th October 2024.

NOTIFICATION

MAHARASHTRA UNAUTHORIZED INSTITUTIONS AND UNAUTHORIZED COURSES OF STUDY IN AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL
AND FISHERY ScCIENCES, HEALTH ScIENCES, HIGHER, TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (PROHIBITION)
Acrt, 2013.

No. Niyam-2024/C.R.37/TE-4.—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (2)
of section 18 read with sub-sections (5) and (6) of section 6, sub-section (2) of section 8 and clause
(vii) of section 12 of the Maharashtra Unauthorized Institutions and Unauthorized Courses of Study
in Agriculture, Animal and Fishery Sciences, Health Sciences, Higher, Technical and Vocational
Education (Prohibition) Act, 2013 (Mah. XX of 2013) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf,
the Government of Maharashtra, hereby makes the following rules, namely :—

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the Maharashtra
Unauthorized Institutions and Unauthorized Courses of Study in Agriculture, Animal and Fishery
Sciences, Health Sciences, Higher, Technical and Vocational Education (Complaints, Appeals and
Remedial Measures) Rules, 2024.

(2) These rules shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions.—(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Act” means the Maharashtra Unauthorized Institutions and Unauthorized Courses
of Study in Agriculture, Animal and Fishery Sciences, Health Sciences, Higher, Technical and
Vocational Education (Prohibition) Act, 2013 (Mah. XX 0of 2013) ;

(b) “Fact Finding Committee (FFC)” means a Committee appointed under rule 5 ;
(c) “Form” means the Form appended to these Rules;

(2) Words and expressions used but not defined herein shall have the same meaning as
respectively assigned to them in the Act.

CHAPTER II
PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED BY COMPETENT AUTHORITY

3. The Competent Authority shall, on receipt of a complaint or suo moto, hold an enquiry into
the complaint in the following manner, namely :—

(1) The complainant may file a complaint in Form A appended to these rules either in person
or by registered post or through an email on official email ID of the Competent Authority :

Provided that, the Competent Authority shall not be prevented from taking cognisance of any
news, information, media tips etc. and may consider the same as a complaint under these Rules.

(2) The complaint shall be accompanied by self-attested copies of the leaflets, photographs,
advertisements or any other material in support of the complaint.

(3) The complaint shall be duly signed and the documents attached thereto shall be attested
properly. The unsigned complaint and unattested supporting documents shall not be considered.

4. Scrutiny of complaint.- (1) The Competent Authority shall make scrutiny of the complaint.

(2) If the Competent Authority is satisfied that there is a prima-facie substance in the
complaint, it shall be registered in the register maintained for this purpose. If the complaint is
found defective it shall not be registered and the complainant shall be informed accordingly by the
Competent Authority, at the earliest.
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5. Inquiry of complaint by Fact Finding Committee (FFC).— (1) The Competent Authority
may, after registering the complaint, constitute a Fact Finding Committee (FFC) to enquire and
submit a report in this behalf.

(2) The Fact Finding Committee (FFC) shall make an inquiry whether the Educational Institution
is established or any programme or course of study is introduced or conducted in contravention of
any of the provisions of the Act.

(3) While conducting the inquiry the Fact Finding Committee shall follow the following
guidelines, namely :(—

(a) The Fact Finding Committee (FFC) shall visit the Educational Institution and collect
the relevant documents and information from person associated with such institution as well
as from any other stake holders related to the concerned institution.

(b) The Fact Finding Committee (FFC) shall give an opportunity to the complainant to
provide additional relevant documents and information.

(c) After completing the inquiry, the Fact Finding Committee (FFC) shall submit its report
to the Competent Authority within time limit given by the Competent Authority.

6. Procedure for hearing of complaints before Competent Authority.—(1) On receipt of report
from the Fact Finding Committee (FFC), if the Competent Authority is satisfied with the allegations
made in the complaint, it shall issue a notice for hearing to the complainant and the concerned person
or Educational Institution.

(2) The notice shall contain the particulars of alleged contravention of the provisions of the Act
mentioned in the complaint and shall provide the details regarding time, date and place of the hearing.

(3) While conducting the hearing, the Competent Authority shall explain the details of alleged
contravention of the provisions of the Act mentioned in the complaint to the concerned person or
Educational Institution.

(4) The Competent Authority shall give a reasonable opportunity of being heard to all the parties
and allow the complainant or the concerned person or Educational Institution to lead evidence in
support of their contention.

(5) If the concerned person or Educational Institution pleads guilty, the Competent Authority
shall record the same.

(6) If the concerned person or Educational Institution does not plead guilty and contests the
charges, the Competent Authority shall allow to file their say in support of their contentions.

(7) If the Competent Authority, after considering the evidence, documents, other records and
submissions of the parties, is satisfied that,—

(i) the person or Educational Institution has contravened the provisions of the Act, the
Competent Authority shall pass an order in persuance of section 6 of the Act.

(iz) there is no substance and merit in the complaint, it shall pass an order in writing
dismissing the complaint. The Competent Authority may impose a cost if deems fit.

(8) If any party fails, neglects or refuses to appear before the Competent Authority, it may decide
the complaint ex-parte on the merit of the case.

7. Period to decide complaint.—The complaint shall be decided by the Competent Authority
as early as possible, and in any case, within a period of three months from the date of registration
of the complaint.

8. Order to be in writing.—(1) Every order of the Competent Authority shall be in writing and
duly signed.

(2) A copy of the order shall be given to the complainant and concerned person or the Educational
Institution and shall be sent to the Appellate Authority for information.
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9. Filing of criminal complaint by Competent Authority.—Without prejudice to other provisions
of these rules, if the Competent Authority at any time, comes to the conclusion that any of the
provisions of the Act have been contravened, he shall, after recording the reasons in writing, initiate
prosecution by filing a criminal complaint against such person or Educational Institution himself or
through an officer authorised by him.

CHAPTER III
PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED BY APPELLATE AUTHORITY

10. Procedure for filing of appeal before Appellate Authority.—(1) An appeal shall be presented
in the Form B, alongwith an application for condonation of delay if any, in person or by registered
post or through an email to be sent on official email ID of the Appellate Authority.

(2) The appeal shall be accompanied by a certified copy of the order passed by the Competent
Authority and all self-attested copies of documents submitted before the Competent Authority.

(3) The appellant shall serve a copy of appeal along with all documents mentioned in sub-rule
(2) to the Competent Authority and to all the parties.

11. Hearing of appeal and final order.—(1) The Appellate Authority shall scrutinise the appeal
and the appeal shall be registered in a register maintained for this purpose.

(2) If no substance is found in the appeal, it shall not be registered and the appellant shall be
informed accordingly, at the earliest.

(3) If after scrutinizing the appeal the Appellate Authority is satisfied, then the Appellate
Authority shall issue notice to the appellant and all the concerned parties for hearing. The notice
shall contain the information of Appeal time, date and place of hearing.

(4) After hearing the appellant and all the concerned parties and considering all the evidence
before the Appellate Authority, it shall pass an order, as early as possible. If the Appellate Authority
is satisfied that there is no substance or merit in the matter, shall dismiss the appeal with the reasons
to be recorded in writing.

(5) If an appellant fails, neglects or refuses to appear before the Appellate Authority, it may
decide the appeal ex-parte on the merit of the case.

(6) Every order of the Appellate Authority shall be in writing and shall be signed by him. A copy
of the order shall be given to the appellant and all the parties to the appeal. A copy of the order shall
also be forwarded to the Competent Authority for information and compliance.

(7) The appeal shall be decided by the Appellate Authority as early as possible, and in any case,
before commencement of the next academic year.

CHAPTER IV
PUBLIC AWARENESS

12. Every Competent Authority shall take measures for awareness of public at large as follows,
namely :—(1) The Competent Authority shall publish or cause to be publish the names of the
unauthorized institutions or programme or courses of study in local newspaper having wide circulation
and also by such other means including electronics media, as he may deem fit, well in advance before
the commencement of every academic year, so that the general public or students may avoid taking
of admission in such unauthorized institutions or programme or courses of study.

(2) The Competent Authority shall also publish the list of approved Institutions or programme
or courses of study on the official website of the Competent Authority or Directorate of concerned
administrative Department, or any other authority as the case may be, before commencement of
every academic year.

(3) The Competent Authority, for the sake of cautioning, shall publish or cause to publish from
time to time, the penalty and punishment provided in the Act against the unauthorized institute or
a programme or course of study.
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(4) The Competent Authority may also create awareness amongst prospective teaching and
non-teaching staff to discourage them from associating with such unauthorized institutions and
courses thereof.

(5) The Competent Authority shall also submit the list of unauthorized institutions or
programme or courses of study identified by it to the Appropriate Authority, from time to time, for
necessary action.
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FORM A

(see rule 3)

Complaint to be presented before the Competent Authority

Before the Competent Authority (Name of Office and Place)

1. Particulars of the complainant:
(i) Name of the complainant:
(i1) Postal Address of the complainant:

(i11) Phone Number and email ID of the complainant:

2. Particulars of the person/ Educational Institution against which complaint is filed :
(i) Name of person/ Educational Institution:
(i1) Postal address of the person/ Educational Institution:

(i11) Phone Number and email ID of the person/ Educational Institution:

3. Details of the complaint (the facts and grounds for complaint) :

4. List of documents enclosed :

Declaration

The complainant hereby declares that he has not filed any complaint on the
same subject matter before any other Competent Authority or Court.
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Verification

L/, e e (full name in block letters),
the complainant do hereby verify and state that the contents of this complaint are true to
the best of my knowledge and belief.

Place:

Date: Signature of the complainant.

For office use only

Date of filing :

Date of receipt by post :

Complaint No.

Signature and seal :
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FORM B
(see rule 10)

Appeal to Appellate Authority

Before the Appellate Authority (Name of office and Place)

Particulars of the Appellant:
(1) Name of the Appellant:
(i1) Postal Address of the Appellant:
(i1i) Phone Number and email ID of the Appellant:
Particulars of the Respondent :
(i) Name of Respondent:
(i1) Postal address of the Respondent:
(i1i) Phone Number and email ID of the Respondent:
Grounds of Appeal (give the facts, grounds of Appeal and Prayers):

List of documents enclosed :
(a) Memo of Appeal.
(b) Certified copy of order of Competent Authority.
(c) Copies of self attested documents submitted before the Competent Authority.
(d) Any other documents.

(S
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Verification

T/We, e (full name in block letters), the appellant do hereby verify
and state that the contents of this appeal are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Place:

Date: Signature of the Appellant.

For office use only

Date of filing :

Date of receipt by post :

Appeal No.

Signature and seal :

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

VIKAS CHANDRA RASTOGI,
Principal Secretary to Government.
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